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to lead an ascetic life and he was not fond of dinners
and banquets. Contact was established between
us in some walks, during which we discussed all the
great questions of music thoroughly.

" When our conversation touched on the essence
of symphony, I said that I admired its severity and
style and the profound logic that created an inner
connection between all the motifs. This was the
experience I had come to in composing. Mahler's
opinion was just the reverse.

" ' Nein, die Symphonic muss sein wie die Welt,
Sie muss alles umfassen' (No, symphony must be
like the world. It must embrace everything).

" Personally, Mahler was very modest. He had
heard^ that the Gambrinus Restaurant was a
popular resort of orchestral musicians and spoke of
-dining there. When I suggested that a Mahler
ought, perhaps, to visit a higher-class restaurant,
he replied curtly: ' Ich geh' wohin ich will' (I shall
go where I please).

" A very interesting person. I respected him as
a personality, his ethically exalted qualities as a
man and an artist, in spite of his ideas on art being
different from mine. I did not wish him to think
that I had only looked him up in order to get him
interested in my compositions. When he asked
ine in his abrupt way:

" ' Was wollen Sie dass ich von Ihnen dirigiere ?'
(What would you like me to conduct of yours ?) I
therefore only answered:
" ' Nichts ' (Nothing)/'